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descends Into the well, and with the help of the counterbalancing weight can be raised full of water with ease and rapidity. If the level of the river or canal be only triflingly lower than the field to be irrigated, two men standing on the bank, and holding a bucket between them by ropes, draw water very quickly by dipping the bucket into the stream and by swinging it up to the bank, where its contents are emptied into the trough prepared to receive them."
On the banks of the rivers and by the open sea men catch fish in enormous quantities. There are 40,000,000 people in China who get their living by catching fish. Because rice is rather tasteless the fish that is eaten with it is often kept till it has a nice strong flavour. For the same reason pungent spices and hot-sauces are much appreciated.
In building houses wood is not much used. The houses are often roofed with rice straw, especially in the rice-growing districts, and .even the sides of the houses may be thatched with the same material, as such a covering tends to keep the interiors cool in summer and warm in winter, but it does not last long and has to be replaced every three to five years. When the old straw is pulled off it is either burned for fuel or used for manure in the fields, and even if it be burned for fuel the ashes will be taken to help to feed the new crops. The commonest building material is clay, of which